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[Portrait of Count Alexandre de LaLorde in his travelling Costume. (Constantizople.)] | 
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also rendered themselves conspicuous in the political 
annals of their country. Alexandre-Louis-Joseph de 
Laborde was born at Paris on the 15th of September, 
1774, and was educated at Juilly. He was intended 
by his father (Jean-Joseph de Laborde, celebrated 
for the talent with which he conducted the financial 
affairs of his country, and for his love of the fine arts) 
for the navy, but the approach of the French Revolution 
changed his intended projects, and determined him to 
send his son to Austria. Accordingly the young Laborde 
proceeded to the Austrian court with a simple letter of 
introduction from his father to the emperor. He was 
very well received, and appointed at once sub-lieutenant 
and aide-de-camp to General Wenceslaus-Colloredo ; and 
in a short time promoted to the rank of captain in the 
dragoons of Kinsky, in which capacity he acted in five 
campaigns, during which he was twice wounded, and 
was mentioned with honour in the ‘ Annals of the Aus- 
trian Army,’ published under the direction of the govern- 
ment. He remained in Austria nine years, when at 
length the horrors of the French Revolution having 
abated, he returned to his native country shortly after the 
treaty of Campo-Formio. Having a love for travel- 
ling, he visited England, Holland, Italy, and Spain, in 
which last country he remained some time inspecting all 
that was curious or interesting im its customs, natural ob- 
jects, or historical remains. On his return to France he 
gave to the world the result of his investigations in that in- 
teresting kingdom, of which so little was known at that 
period. The ‘ Voyage pittoresque et historique de 'Es- 
pagne,” in 4 vols. folio, was quickly followed by the 
* Itineraire de Espagne,’ an interesting and learned work 
in 5 vols., which has gone through many editions and 
been translated into several languages. It has been 
stated on good authority that the expenses incurred in 
his Spanish trayels, and in the preparatives to these two 
works, could not have been less than 20,000J. sterling. 

Shortly after the apererence of these works he pub- 
lished a volume on the Greek and Etruscan Vases in 
the collection of Count de Lamberg, one of the most 
magnificent books on ancient art, both in matter, typo- 
graphy, and pictorial embellishment, which has ever 
proceeded from the press. ‘This was followed by other 
works on different subjects, evincing a fine taste and no 
ordinary powersof mind. His taleuts were acknowledged 
by the critics of the literary world, by whom he was 
elected a member of the French Iustitute (an institution 
corresponding to our Royal Society). He was greatly 
distinguished by the emperor, who nominated him 
“ Maitre des Requétes’ to the Council of State, President 
of the directors for the liquidation of the debts of the 
“ grande-armée,” and Director of the public works of 
Paris. In this last capacity he commenced the publica- 
tion, in 1812, of a ‘ Collection of Projects for works of 
public utility to be constructed at Paris,’ in which he 
displayed such taste and ts for the subject, that it 
has become a standard book of reference for architects and 
others engaged im sigailar important undertakings. Iu 
1814 he made another visit to England for the purpose 
of observing our educational establishments and insti- 
tutions for the igyproyement of the people. On his 
return he endgayouged to introduce many of our ameliorat- 
ing institutions into big own coyntry, and succeeded to 
a considerable extent, cepecially with reference to the 
systems of instruction pursued hy Bell and Lancaster. 

M. de Laborde was elected, in 1822, to the Chamber 
of Deputies by the department of the Seine, and his 
speeches in the tribune have been characterized by much 
energy and eloquence. 

His son, Léon de Laborde, has inherited his father’s 
talents and love for the fine arts, and with them his pas- 
sion for travel. At an early age he evinced a desire to 
visit foreign countries, a desire he soon found himself 
enabled to gratify, and for which an extensive course of 
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reading had admirably prepared him. After making the 
tour of various European kingdoms, he bent his steps 
eastward, and visited the Turkish possessions in Asia 
Minor and Africa. In these travels he was accompanied 
by his father, and they adopted the costume of native 
persons of high rank. As they journeyed through 
Asia Minor and Syria attended by a numerous escort, the 
elder Laborde reclining on a “ tahtaravan,” or covered 
litter, carried by mules, and Leon mounted on a superb 
Arabian courser, they were treated with the greatest re- 
spect and attention by the inhabitants, who regarded them 
as a party attending a new pacha on the road to his seat 
of government. By adopting the costume and manners 
of persons of high rank in the country, they were enabled 
to obtain more correct information with respect to the 
various objects of interest they met with on the road than 
would have been possible had they journeyed as foreign- 
ers, or as an inferior class of natives. The dresses they 
assumed are represented in the engravings, the portrait of 
Alexandre de Laborde having been taken at Constantino- 
ple ; that ofhis son in Caramania. After having visited all 
Asia Minor, they arrived at Cairo on their way to the fa- 
mous ruins of Petra ; but Count Alexandre having found 
the effects of the climate injurious to his health, and his 
presence being required at Paris on important public busi- 
ness, he was compelled to return. ‘ 
In Cairo Léon de Laborde remained a year, studying the 
Arabic language and arranging all the information he 
eould procure with om oy to his proposed journey in 
Arabia Petreea, whither he at length proceeded, accom- 
panied by M. Linant; and in 1830 he published an ac- 
count of his travels in that remarkable portion of the 
lobe, giving a most exact survey of a tract of country 
ll of interesting reminiscences. He is now occupied 
with the ‘ Voyage en Orient,’ which will comprise nearly 
four hundred drawings of the sites of ancient towns, 
&c. remarkable for their picturesque or historical in- 


‘terest, and of the costume, zoology, &c. of Asia Minor 


and Syria. 


QUACKS AND QUACK MEDICINES. 
(From the ‘ Working-Man’s Companion ’ for 1839.) 
(Concluded from No, 431.} 

In August, 1836, a woman, named Mary Rebecca 
Russell, died at Hull, from taking Morison’s pills, and 
a verdict of Manslaughter was returned by the coroner’s 
inquest against Thomas La Mott, the man who adminis- 
tered them. . He was brought to trial at the following 
spring assizes at York, and being found guilty, was sen- 
eel to nine months’ imprisonment. In this, as in the 
other cases, the stomach an 





intestines bore evident marks 
of the power of gamboge and colocynth, when given on 
Morisonian principles—* the more the better.” 

The sentences of six and nine months’ imprisonment, 
though far from severe, may appear sharp when com- 
pared with the fines inflicted on gt John Long and Sal- 
mon, and the utter impunity of so many of these man- 
slayers by drugs. In France, however, quacks are far 
more roughly handled. Thus, in 1835, oue Gardereau, 


a peasant of the department of the Indre and Loire, ap- 


lied to a quack, named Gautier, who required eleven 
nes, to begin with, “ in order to propitiate the evil 


‘one.” Next day another visit was paid, when Gautier, 


having examined the urine and made sundry grimaces, 
mentioned a remedy which would cost thirty francs a 
quart. The money was paid and the potion delivered. 
It consisted of a many-coloured powder dissolved in a 
large quantity of water ; on taking which the patient ex- 
pired in excruciating agonies. Gautier was prosecuted, 
convicted of obtaining money under false pretences, and 
sentenced to imprisonment for five years. He appealed 
to the Court at Tours, but the sentence was confirmed. 
A more curious instance happened in 1837. About 
the month of February three doctors left Paris on a me~ 
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dical tour, to hold medical consultations in the country, 
and sell their medicines. Hand-bills were posted on the 
walls of the various towns they meant to visit, setting 
forth the titles of the doctors and the virtues of their 
powders. Their tour soon came to an end, for their 
drugs were confiscated by the medical jury of Beau- 
gency, as the doctors, not being druggists, had no right 
to sell physic; and the Court at Orleans went further, 
and passed sentence upon them as swindlers. The 
reasons given by the Court for this judgment are, that the 
accused called themselves members of a society (the 
Hippocratic Society) which had no existence; and by 
giving the name of a medical discovery to a mere mix- 
ture of jalap and sugar, and by guaranteeing a speedy 
and complete recovery to the most incurable patients, 
they excited the hopes of cure in the minds of persons 
whom they had attracted by fraudulent methods, and 
thus cheated them out of a part of their substance. In 
consequence they condemned M. Sebattier to two years’ 
imprisonment and a fine of 2000 francs (80/.) ; Guerin 
to fifteen months’ imprisonment and a fine of 1000 francs 
(40/.) ; and Neirac to a year’s imprisonment and a fine 
of 600 francs (24/.). These unfortunate physicians ap- 
pealed to the Cour Royale, at Orleans, which confirmed 
the judgment of the court below, but reduced each impri- 
sonment to three months, and each fine to 300 francs 
(12/.). The mixture of gy Pave sugar sold by these 
persons was called by them Sebattier’s Mexican sugar, 
as jalap comes from Mexico; and the powders, sold by 
them at two francs each, were valued by the medical 
jury at one franc, and one franc and a half each, on the 
average. 

In spite of the rigour with which, in some instances, 
quackery is treated in France, it is far from being extin- 
guished in that great kingdom. Indeed we find that 
part of the time of the Academy of Medicine itself is 
taken up with ministerial letters concerning nostrums ; 
for example, on one occasion (February 20, 1838) their 
opinion was desired upon a secret remedy proposed by 
the Sieur Boyer; and on the same day the Minister sent 
them, for the same purpose, the receipt of a monade 
rafraichissante, or refreshing lemonade. 


Let us now mention a few miscellaneous cases where | 


mischief has resulted from the ignorant administration of 
powerful medicines. A woman in Boston, in the United 
States, took, by the advice of a quack, some ova of ela- 
terium and rhubarb, amounting to 23 grams of the former 
and 16 of the latter. They produced incessant vomiting 
and purging, and she died m thirty-six hours after the 
last pill was taken. On dissection the stomach and 
bowels were found to be inflamed.* In this case it was 
the elaterium which destroyed her, the quantity of rhubarb 
being quite moderate. 

In Coke’s * Reports ’ a case is mentioned of one Vaux, 
who recommended the use of cantharides to a man who 
died in consequence on the twenty-sixth day after taking 
them. Vaux was condemned to be hung, but we do not 
know whether the sentence was carried into effect. 

Tobacco, when employed without discretion, has proved 
fatal. Beck mentions the case of a woman in London, 
who was persuaded by an empiric to use the infusion as 
a cure for worms. Soon after employing it as a clyster, 
she was seized with violent convulsions, and died in a 
quarter of an hour. Another, in Hamburg, did the 
same thing, and died in three years. Dr. Merriman, in 
his notes upon Underwood, mentions an instance where 
stupor, ending in death, occurred from the incautious 
manner in which a father washed the head of his child 
with a strong decoction of tobacco, for the cure of scalled 
head. Beck says that a quack was tried in London, in 
1826, for administering an over-dose of foxglove. It pro- 
duced vomiting, purging, lethargy, and convulsions, and 
the patient died in twenty-two hours. He adds, that the 

* Beck’s ‘ Medical Jurisprudence,’ Sth edition, p. 829. 
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prions was acquitted on the ground that his advice had 
een asked. Let us then beware of asking the advice of 
such persons ; let us trust for protection, not to the penal 
code, but to common sense. 

Opiates—that is, medicines containing opium —are ex- 
tremely dangerous remedies for young children; skilful 
practitioners prescribe opium or laudanum with reluctance 
when the patient is a ba Ys and the dose they give is very 
minute. But “ fools rush in where angels fear to tread.” 
Dalby’s Carminative and Godfrey’s Cordial are given in 
the nursery without scruple or hesitation. Dr. John 
Clarke, in his ‘ Commentaries on the Diseases of Chil- 
dren,’ mentions a case where forty drops of Dalby’s Car- 
minative destroyed an infant. Dr. Merriman mentions 
two instances where children were destroyed by Godfrey’s 
Cordial, and similar cases are, no doubt, more common 
than is generally believed. Parents and nurses, who 
would shrink from giving laudanum under its own name 
to a baby a month old, are deluded by the names of car- 
minative, cordial, or soothing syrup, and extinguish with 
a heavy narcotic the slender flame of infant life ! 

What shall we say of the whole host of advertised me- 
dicines—of Barclay’s Antibilious Pills, and Lady Web- 
ster’s Dinner-Pills, Ching’s Worm-Lozenges,* and any- 
body’s cough-drops ? Why, that in every case it os 
be better to take a remedy for the dose and preparation 
of which some man of sense and education is responsible. 
If the worm-lozenges should happen to be made with cor- 
rosive sublimate instead of calomel, if the drops contained 
arsenic instead of squill, the answer your surviving friends 
would get would be, that the patent-medicine dealer had 
sold the preparation for thirty years, and never before 
heard it complained of. Here, then, is one great disad- 
vantage—the composition of the medicine is uncertain, 
and there is no security against the most extreme care- 
lessness in the manufacture. Another disadvantage, and 
a thumping one, is that, in many cases (as we have seen 
in the Morisonian trials), the irregular practitioner is 
ignorant of the doses of powerful drugs; he has never 
heard of the maxim of Linneus, that medicines and 

isons do not differ in their qualities, but in their doses. 
Pastly, full-grown quacks seem ignorant of the fact which 
must be familiar to every druggist’s apprentice of six 
months’ standing, that diseases of the same name require 
very different treatment. Supposing Balatro’s drops to 
benefit the languid cough of Smith, it does not in the least 
follow that they will do any good in the inflammatory 
cough of Jones; quite the reverse: they are made with 
equill, a heating substance, and will add fuel to the 
flame. Can anybody with a head on-his shoulders be- 
lieve that the headache of A, who got drunk yesterday ; 
of B, who is suffering from want of food; of C, who is 
ill from watching and anxiety ; and of D, who has had a 
dangerous fall, are all to be treated in the same way? 
Yet you must believe that, if you believe the advertise- 
ments. Or what do you think of a man being obliged 
to advertise continually that he can cure cancer without 
the knife? For our own parts, if we could do this, far 
from advertising, our only anxiety would be how to dis- 
pose of the superabundant patients desirous to see us, but 
whom it would be impossible for us to see; for, after all, 
it is useless to attempt to prescribe for more than eighty 
or a hundred patients — There is another man who 
professes to cure the mad, and almost never fails, he 
says ; he is not quite a dead shot, but has missed only 
twelve times in two thousand; so that he differs from 


* According to Gray’s ‘ Supplement te the Pharmacopeia,’ 
Barclay’s antibilious pills are composed of extract of colocynth, 
resin of jalap, almond soap, guaiacum, tartar emetic, oil of juniper, 
oil of carraway, oil of rosemary, and syrup of buckthorn; Lady 
Webster’s pills, of aloes, mastich, red roses, and syrup of worm- 
wood; Ching’s yellow worm lozenges, of calomel, whise sugar, 
mucilage of gum tragacanth, and saffron; Ching’s brown worm 
lozenges, of calomel, resinous extract of jalap, white sugar, and 


gum tregacanth, 
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abzolute and miraculous perfection by less than one per 
cent. Surely he and the cancer-curer ought to apply for 
a detachment of police to keep away the mob of patients 
from their doors. There are two secrets worth knowing 
ubout cancer ; the one is, that in real cases of the disease 
quacks have sometimes destroyed life with arsenical 
pastes ; the other is, that their reputation of curing it de- 
pends on the malady having been mistaken ; the diamond 
vintment cured the cancer, because it existed only in 
imagination. ‘5 

Let us, then, recommend our readers, if they are in 
want of medical advice, and are placed in such a position 
that it is impossible to procure that of a regular prac- 
titioner, rather to rely on the commonest druggist than to 
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trust to newspaper advertisements or lying handbills. 
The druggist may err, but we know that the eellers of 
patent medicines are willing to deceive. 

Two more observations and we. have done. It has 
been the custom of late for the sellers of quack medicines 
to pay for the insertion of puffs in newspapers, and then 
to quote them, as if they were the unbiassed opinions of 
the editors. Lastly, country people should be informed 
that the stamp on quack medicines is not any proof of 
their merit; it does not show that any man in office 
thinks them excellent, or good, or bearable, but simply 
shows that Government is obliged to obtain an addition 
to the revenue by one of the least creditable of all 


methods. 







































































[Portrait of Count Léon de Laborde in his travelling Costume. (Caramania.)] 





®,° The Office of the Society for the Diffusion of Useft] Knowledge is at 59, Lincoln's lun Fields, 
LONDON: CHARLES KNIGHT & CO., 22, LUDGATE STREET,. 
Printed by Witz1du Crowes and Soxs, Stamford Street, 





